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Recently I was sur-
prised to learn that in 
1989 the WA bridge 
community hosted 
the 1989 Bermuda 
Bowl.  I found this 
out during an email 

conversation with US bridge expert Rich-
ard Pavlicek who referred me to a con-
test he conducted in 2005 using boards 
from that competition.  I have an article in 
this edition drawing from his contest, but I 
raise it here because thirty years after the 
Bermuda Bowl international bridge 
comes again to Perth, in the form of the 
2020 Asia Pacific Bridge Federation Con-
gress which will be held at the Perth Con-
vention Centre from the 15

th
 to the 22

nd
 

April, 2020.  The ABF advises that ñThis 
event is not restricted to the teams that 
will represent their countries but open to 
all Australian bridge players, so save the 
dates.ò And I raise that here because 
April 2020 is only a little over a year 
away, so itôs time to think about partners, 
teams, etc for that Congress. But even if 
we donôt play ourselves it should be a 
great opportunity to see at first hand how 
the top players deal with the boards that 
come to them.  Something to book mark 
in your calendar for what will shortly be 
ñnext yearò. 
But back to the 1989 Bermuda Bowl. 
Carol Pocock was kind enough to lend 
me a copy of handbook for the event and 
what interesting reading it makes, with 
descriptions of the WA players involved, 
particularly ñMonitors, Scorers, Caddies 
& Securityò. And photographs!  I was 
tempted to scan some and include them 
here but compassion prevailed.  One 
photograph that is very interesting is the 
aerial shot of Perth forming the cover.  A 
very different skyline to the one we have 
today, and only one crane in evidence.  
We must have been between booms in 
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1989. 
Now our bridge perspective as we come 
up to the end of 2018.  After a very suc-
cessful and beautifully organised and 
run Christmas Congress we had our 
Christmas Party, which is always a very 
busy event. This year a new approach to 
post play prize giving was trialled which 
ran smoothly and was, I think, great suc-
cess.  Well done Dee and Committee.  
And thatôs pretty well the end of bridge 
for 2018 and time to think about 2019.  
Thereôs been a change in the calendar 
for January with the dropping of the red 
point week and the inclusion of a three 
session Wednesday evening Swiss 
Pairs event, which should be interesting.  
After that thereôs just the usual bridge 
through February, but we have a new in-

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

clusion in March, a workshop session to 
help players get their system cards in 
order.  A morning to bookmark in your 
calendar if you struggle to get your sys-
tem cards organised. 
Finally, let me exhort you once again to 
think about supporting this eminent jour-
nal with your thoughts and writings, par-
ticularly if you have played bridge in any 
exotic places, or come across any inter-
esting hands or plays.  Please give me 
a call either at home, 9447 5224, or on 
my mobile 0422 381 253, or you can 
email me: 
 bridge@wabridgeclub.com.au, if any-
thing comes to mind. 

Chris Bagley 
 

Well, the first 
couple of 
months of my 
Presidency 
have certainly 
been busy and 
to date very re-
warding. 
 
The new Man-
agement Com-
mittee consists 
of several exist-

ing members with the addition of four 
new members all with diversified areas of 
expertise so I am most confident the Club 
is in good hands. 
 
I also feel very pleased to have a brigade 
of wonderful volunteers working in vari-
ous areas such as the library, book ex-
change, garden etc.    I have also been 
overwhelmed by the number of members 
who do not necessarily want to commit to 
a Committee or the like but are willing to 
help when called upon in other areas. 

 
Sadly though, in the past three weeks we 
have had the passing of three of our 
members, namely, Derek Pocock, Simon 
Williams and Lorna Good.   Our condo-
lences and thoughts are with their fami-
lies at this sad time.  
 
The most exciting recent achievement 
has been the formalisation of an agree-
ment with Andy Hung as our new Club 
teacher to take over from Peter Smith on 
his retirement.  Some members will al-
ready be familiar with Andyôs teaching 
having attended some of his previous 
presentations here.  Peter has expressed 
his confidence in Andyôs ability both as a 
teacher and as an extremely competent 
bridge competitor within Australia and 
Overseas.  Not surprisingly, Peter has 
spent a considerable amount of time li-
aising with Andy and formulating a new 
program for lessons commencing in mid 
January 2019.   
 
Another step in the right direction has 

mailto:bridge@wabridgeclub.com.au
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been obtaining from the City of Nedlandsô 
verbal confirmation  that our lease will be 
extended for another twenty years.   This 
has been the result of an ongoing pro-
cess involving Richard Basham and past 
Presidents of the Club but now appears 
to be close to formal written consent.  
 
The first social event during this period 
was the Melbourne Cup lunch which was 
attended by forty members.   The concept 
of a light lunch instead of the full lunch 
previously provided seemed to be a pop-
ular choice.   However, the quality of the 
food supplied by the caterer left a lot to 
be desired so we will need to rethink our 
approach for next year.   Any constructive 
suggestions would be appreciated. 
 
Our Christmas Congress proved to be a 
great success thanks to the enthusiastic 
efforts of the convenors, directors and ca-
tering people.   Kerry Barnes had an 
overwhelming response from members to 
her requests for food platters for the after-
noon teas.   Thanks to all those people 
who so generously donated these and to 
the ladies on the Management Commit-
tee who gave of their time to help out with 
the serving, cleaning up and so on. 
 
 The other major event of course was our 
Christmas party.   This was attended by 
approximately two hundred people many 
of whom have already expressed their 
enjoyment.  Although the pizza makers 
were a little tardy in arriving, this element 
of the catering was extremely popular to-
gether with beautiful platters of sushi and 
cheese ï a combination of Japanese, Ital-
ian and French food. 
The catering was overseen by Robin Pat-
erson who deserves a huge thank you for 
her efforts.   The event was funded from 
the income of the second-hand book ex-
change.   Again thanks deserved by 
Louise Dickson and Peggy Hogan who 
have manned the table of books all year.   
 
My best wishes to all members for a safe 

and happy festive season and for plenty 
of successful and happy bridging in the 
coming year. 
 
Dee Sinton 
President 

 

 
Without volunteers and  

Sheenaghôs unpaid overtime, this 
club would not function. Jobs are 
almost too numerous to mention, 

but include: 
 

 ̈ overseeing the condition 
of our building  

 ̈ washing tea towels  
 ̈ and cleaning the bridge 
matesé.  

 ̈ compiling the charity Day 
Raffle to checking on the 
cleaning of the club. 

 ̈ Mentoring new players 
 ̈ Bar stock checking, bar 
roster,  

 ̈ Saturday cheese roster,  
 ̈ Duty Partner organiser,  
 ̈ Library organisers, 
 ̈ Book Exchange table,  
 ̈ Catering,  
 ̈ writing the monthly re-
port for Focus  

 ̈ producing the club maga-
zine. 

 
On the next page is a thank you to 
all our volunteers and helpers.  
Weôve done our best to include 
everyone. Our sincere apologies to 
any person missed inadvertently.  
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A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO 
KEEP OUR CLUB FUNCTIONING HAPPILY  

 
Peter Smith,  

 Kitty George, Deb Greenway,  
John Aquino, John Beddow, Peter Hicks, Sylvia 

Bray, Ursula Maitland, Diana Currie, Tessa Mayall, 
Sue Benney, Kerry Barnes, Sue Evans, Marg Shaw, 

Nerilyn Mack, Mark Doust,  David Woodliffe, 
Lynne Milne, Jan McNab, Mal Clark  

Dymphna Elsey, Marion Kilderry,  
Faye Cullen, Alastair Tulloch,  

Carla Sullivan, Sheenagh Young, Dee Sinton,  
Kate Nadebaum, Faye Cullen,  

Pip Thomson, Roslyn Varkevisser,  
 Gary Wood, Louise Dickson,  

Peggy Hogan, Vanessa Starcevich, June Fox,  
 Dorothy Cain, Jan Cain, Val Baird, Gary Wood,  

Richard Basham Jan Mcnab  
Virginia Seward, Sylvia Bray,  

 Pauline Kelly, Robin Paterson, Marie Musitano,  
David Burn, Alison Rigg, Tom Wheatley  

 Kate North, Chris Bagley,  
Lynne Errington Zinnia Browne,  

Those who do their rostered kitchen duty, those 
who supply our magnificent afternoon teas  

those who support our competitions  
And all the co -opted volunteers too many to name.  
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Many reflections come to me as I step 
down from approximately 35 years of 
teaching bridge at WABC. I have had so 
much support along the way and there 
are many people to 
thank. 
This harmonious rela-
tionship may not have 
endured without the vi-
sion of the group who 
first developed my con-
tract. These included 
Barbara Lindsay-Taylor, 
Brian OôHara, Pat Thun-
der and Susan Clem-
ents, with the assis-
tance of Robert Holmes 
in drawing up the docu-
ment.  
It may seem a no-
brainer these days that 
we should have a pro-
fessional teaching pro-
gramme that not only 
introduces new mem-
bers but offers them 
stepping stones to pro-
gress through the club system. However, 
this wasnôt without some initial controver-
sy. But as Susan Clements still puts it so 
succinctly: ñHow else do you propose we 
bring in new members?ò It required some 
vision and courage at the time and I am 
forever grateful to those who stood up for 
this.  
As a result we have developed an ideal 
model for other clubs to adopt if they 
wish.  
When I started in 1983 there were no les-
sons at all and no bridge on Mondays(!) 
or Wednesday during the day. Students 
flowing through lessons then drove the 
advent of the Monday supervised session 

for beginners and the Wednesday day-
time session for intermediates.  
In running the Monday supervised ses-
sion I have had the assistance of many 
along the way, but Iôd particularly like to 

mention Jonathan Free. 
Jonathan has been a 
stalwart for over 20 
years and Iôve been 
pleased to have such a 
knowledgeable and pop-
ular colleague. I have 
also been pleased to 
see Jonathan develop 
his very successful 
niche as a specialist 
coach, achieving much 
success not only with his 
many prot®g®s but in his 
own right as a top Aus-
tralian player. 
Itôs easy to forget that 
the numbers attending 
lessons in the early days 
were nowhere near as 
high as they are now. 
The club then had per-

haps a third of its current number of 
members. However, despite low attend-
ances I was pleased to have the free-
dom and scheduling flexibility that meant 
I could be also involved in raising our 
children (a trail-blazing idea in the 
1980s!). The same teaching schedule 
continues today and also allowed me to 
be involved with caring for my elderly 
mother along the way and more recent-
ly, our granddaughter. 
Over the years, as the clubôs member-
ship grew and more courses were devel-
oped, WABC became the main centre 
for bridge teaching in WA, with players 
travelling from afar to attend lessons. My 

THANK YOU  
&ÒÏÍ 0ÅÔÅÒ 3ÍÉÔÈ 
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thanks to the approximately five thou-
sand of you who have done lessons with 
me! The core group, however, has of 
course always been from the clubôs own 
membership. A recent run through the list 
shows that at least two-thirds of mem-
bers have attended at least a course of 
lessons somewhere along the way, and 
many of those started from scratch with a 
beginners course. 
At this stage Iôd also like to acknowledge 
Nigel and Dani Rosendorff, who were in-
strumental in imbuing many new players 
with their enthusiasm for bridge. Follow-
ing the Rosendorffsô move to Sydney 
around 10 years ago our club was the 
beneficiary of their legacy which still re-
mains today, as witness some of our key 
office holders and committee members 
since that time, as well as many in the 
general membership.  
I have been pleased to offer additional 
lessons jointly with Nigel from time-to-
time, the popularity of which never 
ceased to amaze us, with single session 
attendances of 200 or so. Topping that 
though was the visit of Paul Marston 
which I organised in 2015, where we had 
224 attendees per session, which I be-
lieve is the highest attendance ever for 
bridge lessons in Australia.  
Since the clubôs move to Swanbourne in 
2008 our beginner numbers soared and 
coping with the larger groups required 
help. I have been most fortunate that 
Jane Henderson has been available for 
this. Jane has a natural affinity and en-
thusiasm for this role and has always 
been willing to step in. Her influence has 
been infectious in encouraging so many 
new members in recent years, along with 
Deborah Greenwayôs pioneering and 
very successful mentoring programme. 

Over the years the club has allowed me 
relative autonomy, showing faith that I 
could deliver what is required. For this I 
am grateful to 15 Presidents who main-
tained this tradition of trust, mutual re-
spect and continued harmony.  
I am also very appreciative of the sup-
port  of the amazing Sheenagh Young. 
Iôve always felt that Sheenagh and I 
have been on the same team and that 
Sheenagh always has the best interests 
of the club at heart, making it straightfor-
ward when getting things done together. 
Sheenagh has supported me in my role 
in many tangible ways. 
 Iôd also like to mention how fortunate 
the club is to have signed Andy Hung to 
take over my role. I have anguished for 
some years over what may happen 
when it was time for me to step down. 
Any anxiety has now been relieved. 
Andy is a top rated teacher and player 
(currently in the Australian Open Team) 
and is the next generation in Australian 
bridge. Please give Andy the support 
that youôve given me ï he is most de-
serving. 
I have been most fortunate to work in 
such a great place. The measure for 
many people of the óperfect jobô is 
whether it feels like work. It hasnôt, and 
perhaps for that reason I have had less 
than 10 sick days in my career. For the 
ideal working conditions and the support 
of my students and spirit in the club, I 
feel blessed and extremely grateful. It 
was a great honour to be recently ap-
pointed co-patron of the club, along with 
incumbent, Helen George, in recognition 
of my service. 
Thank you to everyone who has made 

all of this possible. 
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The Club was saddened to learn in late 
November of the passing of our Life 
Member Derek Pocock.  
 
Derek was an early member of the WA 
Bridge Club, joining after 
arriving in Perth from the 
UK with his wife Carol and 
family.   Derek was an on-
ly child, son of Reg and 
Amy Pocock, and after his 
father died when he was 
young Derek was educat-
ed at boarding school at 
the Royal Masonic School 
for Boys in Watford, North 
London.  In 1945, at the 
age of 14, Derek believed 
a forensic pathologist ca-
reer sounded interesting 
and this was the path he 
was to follow in his life. He 
worked as a laboratory 
technician, was then 
called up into the army 
and after his service stud-
ied medicine at Kings Col-
lege London.  It was here 
he met Carol, the start of 
a love that lasted over 50 years.  
 
Derek was an experienced Bridge player 
when he arrived in Perth, complete with a 
set of Bridge boards in case they were 
unknown in the antipodes.  He quickly 
forged a role in the Perth Bridge commu-
nity, particularly at WABC where he was 
Vice President in 1977 and 1978, Presi-
dent in 1979 and 1980, and Vice Presi-
dent again in 1983 and 1984. He was al-
so President and Vice President of BAWA 
during those years, Vice President in 
1977 and 1978, President in 1979 and 
1980, and Vice President in 1982. 

Derekôs service to the Club was recog-
nized when he was elevated to Life 
Membership in 2013 
 
Derek was a Gold Life Master in the ABF 

Bridge Rankings and a 
true master of the game.  
He was a formidable op-
ponent at the table, and a 
charming and powerful 
partner. His name ap-
pears on many of the club 
honour boards, and he 
was at various times a 
joint holder of the Menôs 
Pairs Championship, 
Mixed Pairs Champion-
ship, and Teams Champi-
onships, and was the Indi-
vidual Champion on three 
occasions. 
 
In Derekôs other life, he 
was a well respected fo-
rensic pathologist, in-
volved in many high-
profile cases.  He also 
gained distinction with his 

philately and post card collecting. His 
achievements in these ñhobbiesñ of 
Bridge, stamps and postcards were more 
important to him than career promotions, 
and he continued to get enjoyment from 
them right up to the end of his life. 
 
Derek did everything in life with a mini-
mum of fanfare and a dry sense of hu-
mor. He will be remembered as a bridge 
playing collector who loved his family, 
and he will be sadly missed by all. 

VALE DEREK POCOCK 
1931  ̧2018  
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I enjoyed Bridge and travel with Derek for over four decades, from Perth to the Amazon 
and beyond. 
One aspect of Bridge I recall with Derek was the WA League Teams ï established by 
Derek in 1974 ï which took our unchanged team of four across 35 years to every far 
flung outpost in Perth.  Team matches were always preceded with a great Chinese meal 
plus the occasional glass of red and white wine ï sometimes walking the ñsquidgee 
plankò

1
 to a venue at Rolystone - sometimes finding no one at home!!  ï sometimes mis-

taking Kathryn Crescent for Catherine Crescent in the Darling Ranges. And so on, al-
ways a laugh, always great bridge. 
But not only Perth.  I remember well our Bridge cruise to Japan

2
ï and our Bridge in dis-

tant lands - the upper reaches of the Amazon with a pet jaguar under the table ï sailing 
the Andes from Bariloche to Puerto Montt ï being overlooked by inquisitive Moai on 
Easter Island ï wonderful memories! 
Derekôs bridge advice to so many over the years was invaluable ï  always be prepared 
to sacrifice at favorable vulnerability  ï we bid 7DX one day versus 6S by every NS ï mi-
nus 6 ï a score of 1400 versus -1430 by all NS ï a clear top!!  Just use good judgment.  
And of course, we remember fondly the year the Clubôs Womenôs and Menôs pairs were 
combined into one event and we were penalised for no dresses!!  Especially when we 
won overall!!   
 

Great memories Derek 
Mike George 

Some reminiscences OF DEREK  
Mike George  

! vǳƛŎƪ 
wǳōōŜǊ ƛƴ 
/ƘƛƭŜ 

1. old country term for walking through the mud, squelching ... 
2. Derek and Mike took Carol and Helen on this six weeks cruise after winning it in a prestigious 

Bridge competition  
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Winners EW : 
Geoff Holman & Henry Christie 

EAST WEST 

1 Geoff Holman & Henry Christie 

2 Patricia Mcnamara & Belinda Taranto 

3 Kali Crosbie & David Burn 

4 Egmont Melton & John Beddow 

5 Dave Parham & Frans Fikke 

Second  EW : 
Patti Mcnamara & Belinda Taranto Fourth EW : 

 John Beddow & Egmont Melton  

Third EW : 
Kali Crosbie and David Burn 

http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=109&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=105&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=303&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=310&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=109&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=303&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
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NORTH SOUTH 

1 Chris Ingham & Ann Youngs 

2 Susan Clements & Jennifer Andrews 

3 Tony Carsley & Sue Thomas 

4 Kate Smith & Jill Del Piccolo 

5 Susan Evans & Jocelyn Curnow 

Winners NS : 
Chris Ingham and Ann Youngs 

Second  NS : 
Jennifer Andrews and Susan Clements 

Third NS : 
Tony Carsley and Sue Thomas 

Fourth NS: 
Kate Smith and Jill Del Piccolo 

http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=205&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=302&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=303&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=116&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=209&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=109&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
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ρ +ÅÎ 3ÍÉÔÈ Ǫ &ÒÁÎÃÅÓ 4ÈÏÍÐÓÏÎ 

ς ,ÙÎÎÅ %ÒÒÉÎÇÔÏÎ Ǫ "ÒÕÃÅ &ÒÁÓÅÒ 

σ *Ï 3ËÌÁÒÚ Ǫ *ÁÎ "ÌÉÇÈÔ 

τ *ÁÎÅÔ +ÈÁ× Ǫ +ÁÔÅ .ÁÄÅÂÁÕÍ 

υ +ÁÒÏÌ -ÉÌÌÅÒ Ǫ !ÎÄÒÅ× 3×ÉÄÅÒ 

Second  NS : 
Bruce Fraser and Lynne Errington 

Fourth  NS : 
Kate Nadebaum 

  (Janet Khaw) 

Third NS : 
Jan Blight and Jo Sklarz 

Fifth NS : 
Andrew Swider and Karol Miller 

http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=210&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=215&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=102&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=101&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=108&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=NS
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=109&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=109&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
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Best WABC Pair (after Prizewinners) 
Linda Coli and Rose Moore 

ρ 6ÉÖÉÁÎ :ÏÔÔÉ Ǫ *ÏÎÁÔÈÁÎ 0ÙÎÔ 

ς *ÏÈÎ "ÅÄÄÏ× Ǫ %ÇÍÏÎÔ -ÅÌÔÏÎ 

σ '×ÙÎÅÉÒÁ "ÒÁÈÍÁ Ǫ 0ÅÔÅÒ 'ÉÌÌ 

τ !ÎÎÅ ,Ï×Å Ǫ &ÁÙÅ 7ÉÌÎÅÒ 

υ +ÁÔÈÙ 0Ï×ÅÒ Ǫ 0ÈÉÌ 0Ï×ÅÒ 

Winners EW : 
Viv Zotti and Jonathan Pynt  

Fourth EW : 
Faye Wilner and Annie Lowe 

http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=307&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=304&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=301&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=106&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=306&id=508918&hr=200706&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
http://www.bridge-club.org/bcorg/results/showPersonal?pair=213&id=508880&hr=200690&ori=EW
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Winners: The Munro Team 

  #ÈÒÉÓ )ÎÇÈÁÍȟ $ÁÖÅ -ÕÎÒÏȟ $ÁÖÉÄ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×Óȟ $ÁÖÉÄ 3ÃÈÏËÍÁÎ 

Second: The Burn Team 

#ÈÒÉÓ "ÁÇÌÅÙȟ "ÒÕÃÅ &ÒÁÓÅÒȟ ,ÙÎÎÅ -ÉÌÎÅȟ $ÁÖÉÄ "ÕÒÎ 


