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WABC has had an amazing start in 2009, defying 
the gloom and doom of the global financial crisis. 
The club has enjoyed a remarkable surge in mem-
bership numbers which has created several chal-
lenges for the management committee.   
 
In this issue of Trumps Plus, Peter Smith, our club 
professional, has written an excellent piece, 
ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 
comments directed towards our older members 
and more experienced players. 
 
¢ƘŜ άaŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƛƳπ
portant information for both new and old mem-
bers, and highlights the problems created by the 
rapid growth in playing numbers each day and 
some of the solutions being implemented and un-
der consideration by the Management Commit-
tee. 
 
As I have indicated in an earlier issue, there are 
many members in our club, apart from our dedi-
cated and hard working staff, directors and man-
agement committee members, who assist in mak-
ƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
many, many simple ways in which everyone can 
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΤ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ask a committee member, director or Sheenagh, 
our office manager. 
 
One member has set us all a great example. Val-
erie Krantz, a member of the Trumps Plus edito-
rial team, has worked very hard in the past two 
months in the club library, rearranging and cata-
loguing a substantial collection of books and jour-
nals in our library, identifying missing books and 
setting up a card system  for keeping track of bor-
rowed books. 
 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜǎπ
sage about the bar. The Management committee 
takes very seriously its obligations to comply with 
the Liquor Licensing laws and would encourage as 
many members as possible to do the bar atten-
ŘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
time, at home on your PC, and the club will meet 
all expenses associated with this.   



3 

 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

Club Name Badges are available for $15.  Please order 
through Sheenagh Young in the office. 

We have over 885 members now and they make learning 
new names a whole lot easier. 

The West Australian Bridge Club has enjoyed an 
unprecedented upsurge in membership over the 
first two months of this year, following the clo-
ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ wƻǎŜƴŘƻǊŦŦΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŎƭǳōΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜπ
ment Committee has admitted a record 87 mem-
bers, many of whom have played regularly at 
bƛƎŜƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƭǳōΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
you as experienced players and hope you appreci-
ate the differences in our club.  
WABC is affiliated with BAWA and ABF, the state 
and national bodies, and capitation fees charged 
by these entities make up a percentage of your 
dues. As such, we are a competitive club and offer 
our members a variety of events, including two 
long weekend congresses, during the year, all of 
which are listed in your handbook. If you seek 
more information ask at the office or approach a 
committee member. We also host several BAWA 
and ABF events each year. Your Tournament 
Committee has entered our club in the annual 
BAWA Interclub Teams competition. Three differ-
ent grades of play, determined by your master 
points are available to interested players: one 
open, two intermediate and two restricted teams, 
all commencing shortly.  We hope that all our 
new members will eventually avail themselves of 
all these varied playing opportunities. 
This enormous growth in membership has cre-
ated its own set of problems. We are currently 
addressing the surge in table numbers and the 
crowding at the coffee stations during the break 
periods. 
We will now offer an extra session on Monday 
mornings commencing on the second Monday in 
March. This, we hope will reduce the Monday af-
ternoon numbers and be convenient for mothers 
of school age children. 
We are employing helpers to restock the coffee 
stations between sessions and assist Sheenagh 
with office duties. By now, you should all have 
found our new water cooler which has been in-
stalled in the playing area. Prue Sheldrick is busy 
obtaining quotes for establishing an extra coffee 
station on the east side of the playing area. 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ψƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭȅ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎƭȅ ƻƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 
help from club members. We are in urgent need 
of more bar attendants and ask you to consider 
taking the very easy bar course. Our Liquor Li-
censing is very strict and only permits qualified 
bar personnel to serve alcohol. Our bar is a fun 
part of post session discussions and a good time 
to socialise and meet other players. 
As this message is, in principle, addressed to new 
members I would like to welcome you and trust 
that you enjoy the facilities we have to offer. I will 
make an effort to meet you at the playing tables. 
Enjoy your bridge. 

Alison Rigg 

 

Our NEW SESSION 

At a new  

convenient time  

 

MONDAY  

MORNING 

 

9.15am c 12 noon  
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We have all been overwhelmed by the wonderful 
influx of new members since we moved to Swan-
bourne. We have also enjoyed a more recent 
ǎǳǊƎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ wƻǎŜƴŘƻǊŦŦΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
year. As I have told many of you, I am personally 
sad about this closure as I am sure that especially 
over time, bridge in WA will be the poorer for it. 
However, despite the circumstances, we are of 
course very pleased to welcome all ex-
wƻǎŜƴŘƻǊŦŦΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ 
impressed by the way you all approach your 
bridge ς with great keenness and a lot of enjoy-
ment. I think this is a huge credit to Nigel and 
Dani and will be a lasting legacy. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭπ
ways test existing systems and challenge the 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ 
particularly like to communicate with our existing 
members, especially the long standing and experi-
enced ones. 
 
At a time like this I believe it is essential that we 
remind ourselves how it feels to move to and set-
tle into a new environment. Procedures which are 
the norm at one place may not be the same else-
where so it can take some time to familiarise and 
ŀŘƧǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǿ 
player should already know everything that you 
may know about procedures such as scoring, bid-
ding boxes, alerts, systems, conventions etc ς or 
Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜΗ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƳƛƴŜŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
days. 
 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
players to be the most accommodating and toler-
ant towards the newer people. I have found from 
Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ άƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘέ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƻōπ
ǾƛƻǳǎΥ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΗ {ƻ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
viewing any lack of knowledge as troublesome 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
and kind to our newest members and forgive any 

 
WELCOME TO ALL NEW MEMBERS 

By Peter Smith 

current shortcomings. After all if the positions 
were reversed we would be wishing to be treated 
kindly by those who are in the best position to 
help us. 
 
Our directors will certainly be monitoring this to 
make sure that the transition phase is as smooth 
and enjoyable as possible for everybody, enabling 
many future benefits for all of us. 
 
So we offer all our new members an uncondi-
tional, warm welcome. 

LESSONS AT WABC ɀ TERM 2 
2009  

With Peter Smith  
 
BEGINNERS ɀ Ideal for completely 

new players. Tuesday evening 
7.30 ɀ 9.30 or Thursday morn-
ing 10.00 - 12.00. From 5 May 
or 7 May. 

DEADLY DEFENCE ɀ What to lead, 
how to signal and much more. 
Tuesday morning 10.00 ɀ 
12.00. From 5 May. 

INTERMEDIATE BIDDING - The 
finer points of Acol clearly ex-
plained. Wednesday early eve-
ning 5.15 ɀ 7.15. From 6 May. 

 

Contact Peter on 9381 5270 or 

email lessons@wabridge.com.au 

for bookings or more information. 

mailto:lessons@wabridge.com.au
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Want to improve your bridge? Borrow a book 
from our bridge library and enjoy a leisurely 
learning session in your own time from some of 
the great writers and teachers of contract bridge. 
 
bƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
Library has a wealth of information available in its 
300  odd books.  Some are classics by old bridge 
masters like Victor Mollo, Terence Reece, Charles 
Goren, even Ely Culbertson, who still have lessons 
ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎΦ  9ŘƛŜ YŀƴǘŀǊΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪǎ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфслǎ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƛπ
tles. Then there are the modern teachers like Ron 
Klinger, Paul Marston, Mike  Lawrence.   
 
While the Web can be a great source of bridge 
information books are tools to inform and savour. 
Our small collection is listed at wabridge-
club.com.au. and there is a printout on the book-
shelves. Books are arranged alphabetically by au-
thor. 
 
Here are a few authors you might like to investi-
gate on specific areas of the game: 
 

SYSTEMS: Terence Reese, B. Cohen  (Acol), 
Charles Goren, C. Wei (Precision),  Garozza 
and Yallouse (Blue Club)  
 
BIDDING: P. Marston, K. McNeil, A. 
Moorehead   
OVERCALLS/ HAND EVALUATION: M. Law-
rence 
CONVENTIONS: A. Kearse 
LOSING TRICK COUNT: R. Klinger 
DEFENSIVE BRIDGE: E. Kantar, H. Kelsey, 
M. Lawrence, T. Reese, V. Mollo 
 
CARD PLAY: V. Mollo T. Reese, N. Squire, 
H. Kelsey, E. Kaplan, P. Marston 
ELIMINATION PLAY: T. Reese 
SIGNALLING: K. Woolsey,  
SQUEEZES: C. Love 
LEADS: B. Cohen 

 
PAIRS: D. Greenwood, H. Kelsey, M. Hoff-
man 
TEAMS: J. Flint 
 
BRIDGE PROBLEMS/QUIZZES: V. Mollo, C. 
Goren, D. Priest, T. Reese, H. Kelsey, R. 
Klinger, K. McNeil 
     
    

IMPROVING THE LIBRARY 
²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
ōƻƻƪǎΦ ²ŜΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƴŜǿ ǎǳōǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 
magazines if they are popular. Are there books 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘΚ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
regularly? Have your say in the suggestion book 
about this.  
And is anyone willing to devote a few hours to 
help make our library work?  To paraphrase Presi-
ŘŜƴǘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ Ψ!ǎƪ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳΧΦ 9ǘŎ ŜǘŎΩ 
 
WHERE IS IT: In the Boardroom/Library 
WHEN IS IT AVAILABLE: Whenever the club is 
open. 
HOW TO BORROW:  Books have cards to fill in 
and leave in the box provided. For magazines,  
put your name in the borrowers book. Reverse 
the process when you return the book. 

Val Krantz  

THE NEW LOOK WABC LIBRARY 
BORROW A BOOK TODAY 

Honorary Librarian ɂVal Krantz  


