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We bring you our final edition of Trumps 
Plus for 2009. 
Trumps Plus has covered many and 
varied topics in our four 2009 
publications.  We have endeavoured to 
capture and record a remarkable year 
of growth and activity  at WABC. 
  I would like to thank The Editorial 
Committee and our many willing 
contributors for their support and 
originality in writing many very 
interesting articles. 
The editorial staff wish all readers a 
happy festive season and we look 
forward to an equally successful 2010. 
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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
WABC has seen many changes since the 
Annual General Meeting last year. 
 The most significant of these has been 
the dramatic growth in Membership. 150 
members joined between January and 
March 2009. Membership growth 
continued during the following months 
propelling our numbers to 950 in 
September. Applications for membership 
have now settled back to our previous rate 
of several per month. 
After initial problems managing larger 
numbers, the club is running comfortably, 
well within the playing areaôs capacity, and 
can accommodate larger numbers at each 
session. To ease the pressure on our 
popular Monday and Friday afternoons we 
have introduced morning sessions on both 
these days and an extra supervised 
session on Friday. These additional 
sessions are slowly growing in popularity. 
The Tournament and Management 
Committees continually monitor table 
numbers and have discussed the need for 
extra sessions. We feel there is no 
justification yet to expand our sessions but 
will keep check on this situation for every 
day of the week. 
We have continued with internal building 
improvements, adding acoustic baffles, a 
clock and a notice board in the social 
area; dado boards in the playing area to 
prevent chair damage to the walls; a water 
cooler and window tinting in the playing 
area; plus improved shelving in the 
storeroom. At present, we are considering 
options for shading the internal courtyard. 
Sheenagh Young has worked with an 
expert to upgrade and transform the clubôs 
web site into its present attractive and 
usable form. Membership feedback has 

been positive. 
In February and August New Memberôs 
parties introduced them to more senior 
players and the Management Committee. 
Both events were well supported, 
commencing with bridge, and followed by 
social time and supper. 
The bridge year had a full calendar of 
competitive events organized by our 
Tournament Committee and Directors. 
Individual, Pairs and Teams 
Championships all presented varied 
opportunities for those who wished to 
improve their bridge, gain competitive 
experience and master points.  
  Again this year we entered teams into the 
B A W A  I n t e r  c l u b                                                                                               
Competition and from all reports the 
competitors have been most enthusiastic 
and successful.  This is a great opportunity 
for members to gain teams play experience 
and to meet players from other clubs. 
WABC can cope with larger entries into all 
our special events and championships. We 
encourage members to grasp these 
opportunities. 
Our three annual Congresses, The 
Christmas, The Novice and the Foundation 
Day Congress were well attended by club 
members and visitors, and presented a 
chance for Pairs and Team players to test 
their competitive skills and enjoy the social 
interaction offered. 
Thank you to the organizers, Directors and 
participants in all our annual club events. 
Your involvement is at the core of what 
makes our club so successful. 

Trumps Plus continues to give us much 
reading pleasure. The lease of a 
sophisticated time saving photocopier has 
enabled the Editorial Committee to produce 
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our magazine in colour in a convenient 
stapled booklet form. Thank you and 
congratulations to contributors and to the 
Editorial Committee for a very professional 
production. 

 The Library has taken on a new life, 
thanks to a hard working and dedicated 
group of club members, led by Val Krantz. 
It now has its own budget and is expanding 
its book and journal collection, issuing 
regular reports for the notice board and in 
Trumps Plus. Browsers and book loans 
have increased. 

Our native plant garden is flourishing, 
and we have a particularly colourful 
entrance to the club house. With the arrival 
of spring, Mike George planted the gaps 
with ground covers and taller flowering 
shrubs, to the delight of the birds. Thank 
you Mike and your band of helpers.  

The entire Management Committee has 
made a huge effort during this 
extraordinary year of membership growth 
and development. Weôve had some feisty 
meetings and solved a number of difficult 
issues. All have spent hours in the kitchen 
helping with social programme catering. 
Your support to WABC and to me has been 
tremendous. 

We have accepted five resignations from 
long standing members.  Helen Ilett, has 
been Treasurer, banker and biscuit buyer; 
Rica King, Treasurer during the Building 
Programme; Sue Thomas, House 
Secretary; Prue Sheldrick, Vice President, 
Furnishing Committee during and after the 
building period, and Social Secretary 
(responsible for the superb catering weôve 
enjoyed during her tenure); and Sheenagh 
Young, Tournament Committee Chairman, 
Secretary, Congress convener and a great 

contributor with her vast knowledge of the 
wider bridge world. Your contribution 
during such a busy and interesting period 
has been wonderful. Thank you too 
Sheenagh for your energy and 
enthusiasm as our Office Manager, and 
for your invaluable help and advice to me 
throughout the year  

And there are more thanks due! Helen 
George and John Ashworth are our 
steadfast Club Patrons. They and Auditor 
Bill Chambers give long standing and loyal 
support to the club as do our team of 
Directors. Val Fleay will resign as Playing 
Partner Coordinator at the end of 2009. 
She has cheerfully taken on this time 
consuming solo role for the past six years. 
My special thanks to Peter Smith, for his 
dedication in encouraging all grades of 
players to learn and enjoy the game of 
bridge. Peter has been with WABC for 
over twenty years and during that time the 
majority of us have benefited from his 
teaching. Thanks Peter for your loyalty to 
WABC and for your wise counsel to me 
during this year.  

It is impossible to name everyone who 
gives time and energy to support our club. 
But thank you to the many willing and 
active volunteers who take on the regular 
tasks that make our busy social area and 
bar a success. Your efforts are vital and 
much appreciated. 

November and December are busy 
months: Melbourne Cup Luncheon and 
the Jackpot finals in early November; our 
weekend long Christmas Congress; and, 
to close the year, our Christmas Party and 
Prize giving on December 15

th
. Itôs been a 

full on but fantastic year and thank you all 
for granting me the honour and privilege of 
being your president.  Happy 2010.   
    Alison Rigg  

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
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WABC  LIBRARY  

By ValKrantz  
Itôs great to see so many books being 

borrowed from our expanding library. I 
still find the odd person who didnôt 
realise we had one or is unsure about 
when itôs open.  Itôs in the first room to 
the left of the front door. And books can 
be borrowed at any time.  Even if the 
door is closed, go right in. The only time 
you canôt borrow a book is if thereôs a 
meeting going on in the room. 
At the risk of being boring I think itôs 

worth repeating the procedure for using 
the WABC library. (Skip this bit if you 
know all about it!) Books are arranged by 
author and thereôs a list of whatôs 
available. As yet thereôs no easy way of 
finding a book by subject eg on 
conventions, play, squeezes etc, except 
by browsing or running your eye down 
the booklist. If youôre a bit lost, try 
choosing a bridge author you know such 
as Ron Klinger, Paul Marston or Mike 
Lawrence and check their titles on the 
shelves. Or ask a library helper or friend. 
When you find a book youôd like, take 
the card from the front pocket, fill it in 
with your name and the dayôs date and 
put the card at the front of the green 
loans box. Voila! Itôs done. 

Return books to the blue box by the 
door and one of the library committee 
will do the rest. Loans are for a month 
but you can fill the card in for another 
month if youôd like to keep it longer. We 
have quite a few over-dues right now. Itôs 
a real help if you can get books back on 
time. 

We have separated some dated but 
historically interesting books from the 

general run. Theyôre on the top shelf and 
marked with a red dot. Special thanks to 
Dorothy Cain. She has been invaluable in 
organising this and as well has put in 
hours processing books so that the library 
works efficiently. 
Other news? Paul Marstonôs article in 

the Weekend Australian (14
th

-15
th
 

November) announced that Ron Klinger 
has been named joint winner of the 
International Bridge Press Associationôs 
2009 award  for Book of the Year. His 
Right through the pack again is based on 
the old classic Right through the pack by 
Robert Darvas and Norman de V. Hart 
published in 1948.  The other joint winner 
is North of the Master Solverôs Club, a 
series of articles by Canadian bridge 
journalist and player, Frank Vine. These 
three books are in our library, one thanks 
to a very generous donation from Maura 
Rhodes who fortunately for us is moving 
house and had to reduce her library. All 
the books she gave us are up-to-date, 
hugely informative and in perfect 
condition. Thanks Maura. 
Weôve recently bought books from Paul 

Lavingôs on-line bridge bookshop. 
Postage is free and he has a good 
collection of new and second-hand books 
at very fair prices.  Perhaps you might get 
an idea for a Christmas gift or two by 
browsing the library shelves then seeing 
whether Paul has them available. 
 

Happy holidays ï and good reading . 
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More years ago than we like to 
remember, he quietly helped his wife 
Helen in her duties as Secretary. He 
spent hours duplicating copies of the 
Minutes, Trumps Plus and other 
documents on a temperamental and 
messy Gestetner machine.  
At the old clubrooms in Dalkeith, he was 
often seen in pyjamas or track suit, late 
on a Wednesday night, answering the call 
of a Tournament Director unable to lock 
up the temperamental front door.  
For years he was on roster for duty 

 

Michael George has 

contributed to the 

working of this club in 

many different ways for 

nearly forty years. He is 

always ready to lend a 

hand no matter what the 

need. The following are 

just some of the ways in 

which Mike has 

supported the WABC:  

partners on Wednesday evenings.  
He has willingly represented the club in 
Teams matches and was always 
prepared to travel to the outer suburbs in 
the evenings. 
For over thirty years he represented 
WABC in the BAWA League Teams 
competition, often as part of the winning 
team, 
At Dalkeith he and Derek Pocock 
frequently managed the bar on Tuesday 
and Friday afternoons.  
He and Helen are legends at WABC for 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

å MICHAEL GEORGE å 

OUR NEW LIFE MEMBER  
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THE  
RUEFUL 
RABBIT 

 
REPORTS ON THE  
WABC GARDENS 

Weôve had some lovely flowers in the 
gardens in recent weeks ï the 
bottlebrushes,buttercups,banksias,kangar
oo paws ï to name a few.It is sometimes 
interesting to know where plant botanical 
names originate ï so often from famous 
names in history ï such as the banksias 
from Sir Joseph Banks (on Cookôs 
Endeavour) , the grevilleas from Charles 
Grevil ï an 18

th
 century founder of the 

Royal Horticultural Society ï and one of 
our newer plants at the front entrance ï 
the mauve fan or hand flower ï or 
Scaevola ï named after an ancient 
Roman legendary hero ,Scaevola,who,to 
prove his allegiance to the emperor,held 
his hand in an altar flame till deformity 
resulted in the shape of this beautiful 
óhandô flower.The native bluebells as you 
enter the club are named after a noted 
British naturalist ï Richard Solly (1778-
1858). 
As the furry supervisors of your W.A.B.C. 
gardens we appreciate this extra 
knowledge concerning our food. We hope 
you do likewise. Itôs yummy food. 

running the Sweep in our annual 
Melbourne Cup luncheon. 
 
Most of all though, WABC has benefited 
from Mikeôs knowledge of plants and 
involvement in our gardens.  
 
Some years ago he owned the Garden 
Centre in Waratah Avenue and supplied 
plants for our garden and Christmas 
decorations. When this building was in 
the planning it naturally followed that we 
approached Mike for gardening advice.  
 
He gave much more than advice, 
working closely with the Building 
Committee and the Friends of Allen Park 
to propagate plants and create a garden 
design. He travelled many miles 
selecting and collecting special plants for 
our new garden. When the garden was 
laid out, he did much of the early hard 
toil, preparing the soil, planting and hand 
watering daily in that first summer. The 
garden is flourishing and Mike continues 
his work for the Club as special advisor. 
He also contributes regularly to Trumps 
Plus under the nom de plume, ñThe 
Rueful Rabbitò, keeping us informed of 
the gardenôs continuing development.  
 
We need no further evidence of his work 
than the colourful display of flowering 
native shrubs and trees that welcome us 
at the front door of our clubhouse. They 
are a testament to his knowledge and 
effort on our behalf. 

Alison Rigg  

 A FOOTNOTE from the Baby Rabbits  
We have been most cautious to venture out when mum and dad hop away.The new plants at 
W.A.B.C. ï the kangaroo paws(much bigger than ours),new prickly grevilleas(yuk!!),and the 
large yellow and orange banksias(too tough for us),at least make our surroundings very 
attractive. Flowering Hakea laurina,bottlebrushes and the lovely banksias are developing nicely 
to give us great summer shade.The adjacent plantings by The Friends of Allen Park will give us 
more tender morsels in the coming months.These plantings will complement the 
W.A.B.C.gardens very nicely with their grevilleas,acacias and scaevolas. 
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David Burn :   
A Data Base Analyst by 
profession, David is a keen 
and frequent bridge player 
with a wide range of 
partners. Heôs played at 
WABC for more than 10 
years and with many 
friends actively involved in 
the club, decided he had 
time right now to make a 

contribution of his own. Heôs had 
experience in the past of being on club 
committees ï mostly small clubs though, 
where once on you could never get off! 
His expertise and energy will be 
welcomed this coming year ï and we 
hope for much longer. 
 

Laurie Bonadeo  
Laurie is a retired 
pharmacist from the bush. 
For 45 years he ran a 
business in Manjimup and 
Pemberton before moving 
to Perth in 2006. With time 
available he decided heôd 
like to play better than 

ókitchen bridgeô so he took lessons from 
Peter Smith and joined WABC. He now 
plays every day!  And not to let all that 
energy and experience go to waste, heôs 
joined the Committee and is looking after 
maintenance. 

SNAPSHOTS OF OUR NEW MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2010  

This year WABC welcomes five new members to the Management Committee. 
Here they are for you to get to know them. While all will be involved in a range of 

activities ï growing as the Club grows ï some have special areas of interest. 
Others get involved with whatever needs to be done to keep our Club running 

smoothly.  

Kitty George   
Kitty only joined WABC 18 
months ago after playing 
at Rosendorffs. Before 
that, it was just ókitchen 
bridgeô. She found it 
daunting to make the first 
move but right from the 
start members were really 
welcoming and she loves 

being part of the Club.  A born and bred 
Perth girl, she worked as a Medical 
Scientist in Pathology and quality 
management of laboratories until retiring 
five years ago. Her three children have 
five offspring (so far!) and sheôs now a 
happy full-time grandmother. From next 
year, Kitty will be the Management 
Committee member to contact if you 
need a partner. She helps Sue Thomas 
keep abreast of special happenings in 
the lives of our members and is also on 
the Social Committee. We hope she has 
time for a few hands of bridge in 
between. 
 

Bea McCarthy  
Bea, an adopted 
sandgroper of 40 odd 
years, left her Sydney 
family to come West and 
has never quite made the 
move back again. A dentist 
by profession with a busy 


